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spread, and take measures to meet the peril that every public man felt surrounded him. The condition of affairs and the responsibilities that had been placed in his keeping were far from being; agreeable. His orders directed special attention to the employment of an adequate force in the arrest of the persons engaged in the murder of President Lincoln, taking all proper means for their detection, and to report to the Secretary of War daily for instructions. The proclamation that was issued about that time, calling upon the negroes to arm and assist in hunting down the President's assassin, was really written by Attorney-General Holt and Mr. Stanton, and only published formally over the Commanding Officer's signature. This proclamation Montgomery Blair maliciously endeavored to use as an argument against General Hancock's nomination in 1868.
The attempt to make General Hancock in any way responsible for the trial and execution of Mrs. Surratt is as unfair a charge as any man has ever been called upon to meet, and he never cared to discuss it, so obvious to all intelligent and fair-minded people did he consider its injustice. The troops, one hundred thousand men, were under his entire control, including those that guarded the prisoners. All orders came to him from the Secretary of War, and through him to General Hartranft, who was          and Me( >lellan, that his wound was not hea!ttt*j a^
